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Surrey Youth League
Code of Conduct/Directives for Match Officials[image: image2.jpg]



We all have a responsibility to promote high standards of behaviour in the game. 

The behaviour of the match officials has an impact, directly and indirectly, on the conduct of everyone involved in the game - both on the pitch and on the sidelines.

Play your part and observe The FA's Respect Code of Conduct for Match Officials at all times.

As a match official you will be expected to: 

· Be honest and completely impartial at all times, irrespective of the teams, players or team officials involved in the match 

· Apply the Laws of the Game and competition rules fairly and consistently 

· Manage the game in a positive, calm and confident manner 

· Deal with all instances of violence, aggression, unsporting behaviour, foul play and other misconduct 

· Not tolerate offensive, insulting or abusive language or behaviour from players and officials 

· Support match official colleagues at all times 

· Set a positive personal example by promoting good behaviour and showing respect to everyone involved in the game 

· Communicate with the players and encourage fair play 

· Respond in a clear, calm and confident manner to any appropriate request for clarification by the team captains 

· Prepare physically and mentally for every match 

· Complete and submit, accurate and concise reports within the time limit required for games which you officiate

· All  officials are expected to demonstrate excellent levels of administration 
· If you have an injury, are ill or unable to referee a game. Please notify the referee secretary via e-mail if it’s more than 48 hours before the match otherwise by phone and then follow up with an e-mail.   Please do not leave it to the last moment the earlier you make a decision the easier it is to find a replacement. 
· If you do come off a match for any reason and it’s been confirmed by the club please ensure you have the common courtesy to advise them accordingly. 
· If you make a mistake please be honest and admit it, you will gain much more respect rather than trying to cover it up.

Availability to Referee
You will be expected to make known all dates that you are able available to referee; 
Please ensure you have closed any dates with other leagues/clubs as we will expect you to fulfil the appointment once you have confirmed it. 
All dates should be sent to Alan Wiggins wiggins964@btinternet.com asap. The earlier he knows, the more likely you can get a game.  
Social Networking 
You are NOT permitted to make any references to players, match officials, delegates or members of staff associated to any club that you have refereed on any social network media network e.g. Facebook, Twitter etc.  Any breaches will result in you being reported to your County FA.

Pre-Match Days

Make sure that you acknowledge your appointment with the home club when they e-mail you the match confirmation details as soon as possible; it is not the duty of the club Secretary to chase you for a reply, “first impressions are very important”. 

If you do not hear from the club with 48 hours of the scheduled match then you should then contact the club secretary or referee secretary. 
We will expect you to attend a match unless you have confirmation that it has been postponed.

Referee’s must report clubs that fail to confirm matches within 48 hours on the post-match report form so the league office can take the appropriate action.
Bad Weather

Please note clubs are not required to have a pitch inspection on this league so the club should let you know in advance if a match is postponed due to the weather. If you have any doubt of a game going forward please contact the manager of the club to confirm if game is going ahead or not. 
Match days 
Arrive at the venue and at least 30 mins before kick-off.  (If a quick change from another game either there or another location, please notify the manager when they contact you)
Be Presentable:  Referee in full kit, no sweatshirts or tracksuit bottoms.  The professional/smart you look the more professional you will appear.
Post-Match Reporting
If you are the referee please ensure that the referee’s report form is completed. This must be completed and submitted within 2 days of completion of the game, this is done via                      Prawn Sandwich - http://www.prawnsandwich.com/views/reportSelection.php
Failure to send your report to the league within two days of the match being played may result in action being taken.  
Reporting of cautions/dismissals/ misconduct to the FA please use the whole game system.
https://wholegame.thefa.com/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2f 
